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Through our field-glasses the view of the tents in order,
the movement of people and animals in the Italian camp'
was quite clear.
I had already admired the same picture in the Tembien
and near Makalle.
On the hills in front of us, I thought, there are a group,
probably of two or three thousand Italians. They lie on
enemy territory with a pass of great natural difficulties
behind them, over nine thousand feet high.
These troops, more than two hundred kilometres away
from their own frontier, lay there to provoke to battle what
remained of the Ethiopian northern armies, the Emperor's
own.
Its numbers ? Beside the five thousand Kebur Zabania,
" the soldiers of honour " of the Imperial Guard, there were
the troops of Ras Kabada and Ras Getatchu, as well as
those of the ex-Minister of War Fitorari Birru, of the Court
Chamberlain Likaba Tasso and a long string of Dedjaz-
matches. Probably, they numbered altogether between
forty and fifty thousand.
We had about two hundred machine-guns of every possible
type, eight guns of 37 mm. calibre, one French 75 mm.,
six Brandt mortars and eight new Oerlikon anti-aircraft
guns.
It was obvious that the Italians were preparing some
astute manoeuvre for us.
In front of the group at Enda Mehoni, which we saw
behind the mountains to the north-east, lay an easy detour
which allowed them to avoid the mountains in the neigh-
bourhood of Lake Ashangi. They could make straight for
the road behind us which was our line of communication
with Korem.
We were also able to find that the Italians were advancing
in the direction of Sokota to the west, on the left of our
point of observation.
They were already carrying into the caves near our peak
a large material of war : cartridges for every kind of rifle,
clothes, locked boxes containing thalers, provisions, tinned
food and drinks. Towards evening the Emperor and his
General Staff were at Aia, accompanied by troops, who
spread themselves everywhere.

